Weekly Bulletin

Whitehill Primary School

Friday 15th May 2026

Welcome to this week’s newsletter! It has been another busy and exciting week across the school, with children
enjoying a wide range of learning opportunities both inside and outside the classroom. From creative artwork and
descriptive writing to scientific investigations and SATs success, we are incredibly proud of the hard work, enthusiasm
and resilience shown by all of our pupils. We hope you enjoy reading about the wonderful learning that has taken place

this week.

Reception have been reading and learning about The Three Little Pigs.
The children thought carefully about how to be good friends and wrote
about the different ways they can show kindness and friendship to
others. They also explored alternative choices to eating the pigs! The
children discussed healthy food options and wrote about what the wolf
could eat instead.
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year 1

Year 1 have been learning how to use adjectives to describe what they
might see in a forest. The children used their five senses to help them
create exciting descriptions of the sights, sounds, smells, textures and
feelings of the forest.
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In Art, Year 2 have been learning about the artist
Andy Goldsworthy and exploring how he uses
U7 ey natural materials to create artwork outdoors. The

children looked carefully at examples of his work and
discussed the different shapes, patterns and colours
he creates using leaves, sticks, stones and flowers.

Inspired by his ideas, the children collected their own natural materials

and worked creatively to design and create their own pieces of

artwork. They showed fantastic teamwork, imagination and care while

arranging their natural objects into beautiful patterns and sculptures.

We are learning about
Andy Goldsworthy. We
watched a video. We were
surprised because he art
looked like it was floating.
I liked how his art was
made from natural
materials like wood and
stone.
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Year 3 have been developing their creative thinking by designing and
creating their own mythical creatures. The children thought carefully
about the appearance, powers, habitats and personalities of their
creatures before sketching and labelling their ideas.

They then used ambitious vocabulary and expanded noun phrases to
write detailed descriptions of their mythical creatures. We were very
impressed with their imagination and the effort they put into making
their writing exciting and engaging.
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Year 4 have been learning about the artist and
designer William Morris. The children explored
his famous repeating patterns and discussed
how nature inspired many of his designs.

Using grids to help them carefully measure and
position their work, the children practised
replicating sections of William Morris patterns while focusing on detail,
symmetry and accuracy. They demonstrated excellent concentration

and perseverance while creating their own beautiful patterned
artwork.

I have been learning about
William Morris. He was a
great person who made
really great art. He made
me more interested in art.
We split our page in to
squares and tried to copy
his work. I was confident
and enjoyed it. E

year 5

In Science, Year 5 have been learning about reproduction in flowering
plants. The children carefully examined lilies and identified the
different parts of a flowering plant, including the petals, stamen,
anther, filament and stigma.

They discussed the important role each part plays in reproduction and
learned about pollination and fertilisation. The children asked

thoughtful scientific questions and showed great curiosity during their
investigations.

Year 6
Year 6 have had a very busy week working incredibly hard during their

SATs tests. We are extremely proud of their resilience, determination
and positive attitudes throughout the week. Well done, Year 6!
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Thank you for supporting your child’s learning at home. Your involvement helps to reinforce what
they’ve been doing in school and makes a big difference in their progress!

Culture Day

On Thursday 21st May, Whitehill Primary will be taking part in World
Culture Day.

This significant event provides a valuable opportunity for our entire
school community to celebrate the diverse backgrounds and rich
heritage of our students and families.

Here at Whitehill we want to celebrate world culture day by asking if
your child would like to come in dressed to express and celebrate
where they come from and heritage.

Census Day

On Thursday 21st May it is census day. This is
how school funding is determined. The more
children who have school dinner the more
funding we receive.

Census Day Menu -
Hotdog
Thursday 21st May 2026
Bun ( gluten, wheat and may contain sesame)
T—
Vegetarian Burger ( gluten, wheat and milk ) -
French fries
Beans or veg of day
Pudding - School Cake (gluten, wheat, eggs and milk) &
Icecream (gluten, wheat, eggs and milk)
Fresh fruit, yogurt

PLEASE NOTE A gluten free version of the above optiofs will be available

Break the Rules Day

This year, we are once again inviting all children across our Trust
schools to drop a cash donation into the Cancer Research UK collection
buckets which will be outside on the school gates at drop-off. In
exchange for their donation, our children have voted for a ‘break the
rules day’ where children will simply be allowed to break the rules
(please see opposite)!

At Whitehill, this will take place on Friday 22nd May 2026.

Rules to be broken:

1. Wear school uniform

2. School shoes only

3. Healthy breaktime snack only
4. No squash/juice in water bottle
5. No crazy hairstyles

6. No soft toys at school

7. No make-up/temporary tattoos

8. No nail varnish

Important Upcoming Dates
e Culture Day: Thursday 21st May
e Census Day Thursday 21st May
e Break the Rules day: Friday 22nd May 2026

If you could have a day without any rules,
how would you spend it?
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Parent Workshop '%

Aimed at parents of children in primary school Kent Emotional Wellbeing lTeams
Medway Emoltional Support Teams
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\".\ Do you have questions about ADHD? Maybe your child has —{
/7 received a diagnosis. Would you like to come and meet with >
£ other parents and carers and learn about ways to support
\, your child?
‘/\ You are invited to a workshop about understanding
/,«_ symptoms of ADHD. We also discuss helpful strategies that
\ you can use at home to help support your child.

. This workshop will be held at Whitehill Primary School. If you
< have any questions please speak to Mrs Dunn or Miss

Haddaway.
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Attendance

Persistent and severe absence

Any child with attendance of 90% or below
(regardless of the reason for any absences)
is considered to be a persistent absentee by
the government. This equates to missing

¥ a day of school every week. A child with
attendance of 50% or below is considered a
severe absentee.

Do you know what your child’s
attendance percentage is?

If your child is persistently or severely absent,
the school might organise a meeting to find
out what could be causing the absences

and what is needed to help make things
better. This may result in the creation of an
attendance contract or referrals to services
such as Early Help and Preventative Services,
who may be able to provide your family with
additional support.

Advice for schools

The school might also contact the Kent PRU
and Attendance Service at Kent County
Council for advice and in cases of severe or
persistent absence.

All the information ¢ d in this leaflet

is available at:

www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-
children/schools/school-attendance

There are 190 days in a school
year, which leaves 175 days to
spend on whatever you choose.

190 DAYS 183 DAYS
100% 96%
Very best chance Offtoa
of success flying start
Qlol
(=
179 DAYS 175 DAYS
94% 92%
Less chance Harder to

of success make progress

MORE THAN 19 DAYS' ABSENCE
LESS THAN 90%

Persistent absence, not good for your child
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Positive
affendance

School Attendance:
A Guide for Parents
& Carers

Kent County Council works closely
with schools and other services to
promote the regular attendance of
children at school.




